


TARGETING CLASSROOM PREDATORS: THE ENCORE
Last June saw one of the rawest displays ever of

the power wielded by the half-million-plus mem-
bers of the California Teachers Association and the
California Federation of Teachers.

After appalling revelations that a teacher at
Miramonte Elementary School in the Los Angeles
Unified School District had been spoon-feeding
semen to young students, a bill was introduced to
make it easier for districts to quickly dismiss sexu-
al predators. This came after L.A. Unified officials
concluded that teacher job-security rules were so
strong that the district had no choice but to pay the
teacher, Mark Berndt, $40,000 to get him to quit.

But the measure died in the Assembly's Educa-
tion Committee after a bizarre union campaign that
likened protecting students from perverts to an
"un-American" assault on teachers. Now Education
Committee Chairwoman Joan Buchanan, the Alamo
Democrat whose vote killed last year's reform mea-
sure, has introduced her own version, with the sup-
port of the CTA, making its passage nearly certain.

Even though Buchanan's measure is somewhat
weaker than last year's bill, this is a welcome de-
velopment. Something is horribly out of whack if a
school district has to pay off a depraved predator
teacher to get him off the payroll.
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